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Research Base Meetings

Alliance Fall Meeting: October 30- November 1, 2024 - Chicago, IL
ECOG-ACRIN Fall Meeting: November 6-8, 2024 - Fort Lauderdale, FL
NRG Winter Meeting: January 16-18, 2025 - Phoenix, AZ

https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=321eee5b-4819-4448-a94a-d3360b58fd5e


 

Wake Forest Annual Meeting

Pictured (left to right): Brandy Heckman-Stoddard, Audrianna Carrington,
Abdelmohsen Alqalam, Kamara Mertz-Rivera, James Bearden MD, Melyssa Foust

Pictured (left to right): Kamara Mertz-Rivera, Melyssa Foust, Audrianna Carrington, Enijah Pace

The Wake Forest Annual Meeting took place October 21-23 in Myrtle Beach,
South Carolina. UC-NCORP was recognized for having the 2nd Highest NCORP

Site Accrual for CCDR Trials. Great job!

 

Newly Activated Studies
These studies have recently activated.

​More information can be found on CTSU.​

S1900J: A Phase II Study of Amivantamab SC (Subcutaneous) in Participants with MET Amplification-
Positive Stage IV or Recurrent Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer (LUNG-MAP SUB-STUDY)

https://www.ctsu.org/Public/Default.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f


A032102: PREcision DIagnostics in Prostate Cancer Treatment (PREDICT)

NRG-GY025: A Randomized Phase II Trial of Nivolumab and Ipilimumab Compared to Nivolumab
Monotherapy in Patients with Deficient Mismatch Repair System Recurrent Endometrial Carcinoma

 

Monthly Coordinator Call
Affiliate Site Staff Meeting (Coordinator Call)

Monthly Coordinator Meeting
Thursday, October 31, 2024

The meeting will be held from
2:00PM - 3:00PM

on Microsoft Teams

If you did not receive a recurring Teams calendar invite for these meetings please
reach out to Sahra Khan, Skhan@gibbscc.org.

The link for the next call is below.

Coordinator
Call

Accruals, Biospecimens, & Special Entries

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NWQ2ZmI4MWMtODNhMC00YzBjLWIzY2UtZWExYTNkNGZkN2Y1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223ab267a6-2b64-4df3-86b6-8e6b81b88853%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22ff0a7397-fa71-4f09-84ed-27782786f12c%22%7d




Under-Represented Populations



CCDR Corner
 

All About AYAs



Diving into Disparities

Breast Cancer Awareness Month:
The Need for Inclusivity in Breast Cancer Clinical Trials

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month, an annual campaign focusing on the impact of breast
cancer, mammogram screenings for early detection, the importance of patients having access to

clinical trials for individualized treatment therapies, and advancements in breast cancer research. 
  

Considering survival rates for breast cancer have significantly increased due to continuous
improvements in mammogram screening for early detection and treatment, breast cancer clinical

trials are underrepresented in racial and ethnic diversity, causing racial disparities in breast cancer
to persist, especially among women from racial and ethnic backgrounds (Adams et al., 2012). For
example, non-Hispanic Black women have a higher risk of developing aggressive types of breast
cancer and suffer from poorer outcomes compared to non-Hispanic white women (Clarke et al.,

2022). Additionally, non-Hispanic Black women have about a 40% higher breast cancer death rate
compared with non-Hispanic White women, indicating a higher need for heterogeneity in clinical
trial participation (American Cancer Society) (Loree et al., 2019) (Clarke et al., 2022). As research
continues to highlight barriers to minority recruitment in clinical trials, such as socioeconomic
status, lack of access, financial challenges, education, and time limitations, clinicians, leaders,

researchers, patient advocates, and other stakeholders must now implement new practical
strategies to recruitment in trials that focus on achieving health equity in breast cancer outcomes,

survivorship, and treatment. 
 
As an NCORP promoting the participation of African Americans and other underrepresented groups
in NCI Clinical Trials through community engagement and patient support systems, we understand
the critical need to collaborate with community health clinics, patient advocates, and stakeholders
to form partnerships to address the racial differences in breast cancer outcomes as they relate to

clinical trial participation and data. 

What can you do to advocate for inclusivity in breast cancer clinical trials?



 

Smiling Faces
 

Paulina Hartney, NBC-HWC, has joined the St. Francis Oncology and Hematology Team as a
Research Coordinator. Her background and expertise extend past data management and

includes health IT project management and program administration. Her passion for holistic
health and drive for compassionate patient care makes her a great fit for the team and

Ministry. Welcome Paulina!

Trunk or Treat at Gibbs Cancer Center
 



 
Staff from SMC celebrated Halloween by participating in a community Trunk or Treat held at Gibbs

Cancer Center. Happy Halloween!

Do you have any staff you would like highlighted in The Connector?
Please submit it by the 15th of the month to Jetta: Jturner@gibbscc.org

Connect with us on LinkedIn!
@UpstateCarolinaNCORP

 

Click here to visit our website

Administrator
Kamara Mertz-Rivera, MA, CCRC
Email: UpstateNCORP@srhs.com
Phone: 864-560-6104

eRegulatory Systems
Laura Bailey, BS, CCRP
Email: UpstateNCORPRegulatory@srhs.com
Phone: 864-560-6954

Regulatory
Josh Acuna, MPH
Email: UpstateNCORPRegulatory@srhs.com
Phone: 864-530-6523

AYA Coordinator
Mason McKinney, MS
Email: mason_mckinney@bshsi.org
Phone: 864-603-6200

Grant Manager
Alex Akkary, MBA
Email: UpstateNCORPFinance@srhs.com
Phone: 864-560-6967

Quality Assurance
Sahra Khan & Jessica Michael
Email: UpstateNCORPQA@srhs.com
Phone: 864-530-6510

CCDR Director
Melyssa Foust, MSN, RN, OCN
Email: UpstateNCORPCCDR@srhs.com
Phone: 864-560-1035

Community & Social Media 
Jetta Turner, BA
Email: Jturner@gibbscc.org
Phone: 864-530-6531

https://www.linkedin.com/company/upstate-carolina-ncorp
https://upstatecarolinancorp.org/
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