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Diving into Disparities
NCORP Special Symposium:
Improving Representation in
Cancer Clinical Trials
On Friday May 21, Audrianna and Melyssa were featured at the SWOG Hope Foundation sponsored
NCORP Special Symposium: Improving Representation in Cancer Clinical Trials and presented a talk,
Increasing African American Patients onto Clinical Trials: Strategies for Accrual and Engagement.
Thank you for representing UC-NCORP during this opportunity.

Education and Cancer: How does this social
determinant of health factor impact cancer
death?
Education is a significant social determinant that influences health and
the fight against the progression of disease and illness. According to the
American Cancer Society, at least some education beyond high school
associates with a decreased risk of cancer death. More specifically,
researchers found that death rates for all cancers combined, including
lung, colorectal, breast, and prostate cancer, were strongly associated
with years of education in white men, black men, and white women
(Albano, et al., 2007). Additionally, another study indicated that
education captures many aspects of the constructs "social class" and
socioeconomic status and demonstrates a social difference in epidemiologic studies (Mouw, et al., 2008).
How do we educate beyond the construct?
Given the importance of increasing awareness regarding cancer health disparities, focusing on the impact of
education on cancer and risk factors provides the potential to address and monitor inequities in educational
attainment and population health, leading to effective public health interventions. For example, public
education campaigns that promote healthy, informative conversations with our nation's youth about risky

lifestyle factors, such as smoking and cancer risk, positively influence future generations. Additionally, with
keeping the future in mind, generations to come will continue to emphasize the importance of building a
healthcare system with equity at the forefront. Public health implementations concerning education reduce
cancer risk and include valuable insight from thought leaders in the community and primary care physicians,
oncology specialists, caregivers, patient advocates, and other stakeholders. With equity at the forefront,
suggestions such as these can impact state and federal health policies on cancer prevention and treatment
and provide insight into reaching all groups in the general population regardless of education level.
Want to learn more about how educational campaigns aid in cancer prevention and early detection? Visit
the Prevention Cancer Foundation website!

Q.A With Kelsey
Please ensure any SWOG
specimens that cannot be submitted
are reported into the STS system
CRA WorkBench > Specimen
Tracking > Notify that a specimen
cannot be submitted
Please note if could not be collected
due to the COVID-19 pandemic (ex:
site closure, cancelled appts,
patient contracted COVID etc.,)
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